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Philosophy of Art
Phil 242
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Professor (Spring 2010)

Simon Fraser University 

Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://nanay.syr.edu
When: Mon 6.30-9.20pm
Where: WMC 3255
Office Hours: TBA

Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates in the philosophy of art. The two central questions of the course are also the two most basic questions one can ask about art: what makes art different from non-art and what makes good art different from bad art. Special emphasis is given to the various ways in which we react to art: the ways our mind functions when facing works of art. 
Prerequisites: 

See the undergraduate calendar. 

Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced super-brief (one-question) tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

Gregory Currie: Image and Mind. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008
ISBN: 9780521057783 
Clement Greenberg: Homemade Esthetics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000
ISBN: 9780195139235 
All the other required texts are available on the website. 

Approximate schedule: 

Week 1: Introduction (no readings)

Week 2: Currie, Introduction and Chapter 1
Week 3: Currie, Chapter 2 
Week 4: No class
Week 5: Currie, Chapter 3 and 5
Week 6: Currie, Chapter 6
Week 7: Preparation for midterm and open book midterm on March 1.
Week 8: Robert Musil: ‘Toward a new aesthetic’ (on the website)
Week 9: Greenberg, Essay 1, 2 and 4
Week 10: Greenberg, Essay 5, 6 and 7
Week 11: Greenberg, Essay 8 and 9 as well as his ‘Avant-garde attitudes’ (on the website)
Week 12-13: Wrap-up, final papers are due in class on April 12.
