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Philosophy of Art
Phil 339

Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Assistant Professor (Spring semesters)

University of British Columbia

Office: 367 Buchanan E
Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://web.syr.edu/~nanay
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2pm-3.20 pm

Where: IBLC 182
Teaching assistant: Alexis Paton
Office Hours: TBA

Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates in the philosophy of art. The two central questions of the course are also the two most basic questions one can ask about art: what makes art different from non-art and what makes good art different from bad art. Special emphasis is given to the various ways in which we react to art: the ways our mind functions when facing works of art. 
Approximate schedule: (the order of the units may change and we may not touch on each of them)
Unit 1: Good art/bad art
Unit 2: Aesthetic experience 

Unit 3: Aesthetic appreciation of artworks
Unit 4: Aesthetic appreciation of nature
Unit 5: Art and form 
Unit 6: Case study: Pictures 

Unit 7: Art and evolution

Unit 8: Art and emotion 
Unit 9: Imaginative resistance

Prerequisites: 

One (any) course in philosophy. 

Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced super-brief (one-question) tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

Noël Carroll: Beyond Aesthetics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001

ISBN: 9780521786560 Carroll 
Mark Turner (ed.): The Artful Mind. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006

ISBN: 9780195306361 Turner
All the other required texts are available on the website. 

Readings (these can and will change)
Unit 1: Good art/bad art
Noël Carroll: Art and interaction. In: Carroll
Unit 2: Aesthetic experience 

Noël Carroll: Four concepts of aesthetic experience. In: Carroll
Unit 3: Aesthetic appreciation of artworks

Noël Carroll: Beauty and the genealogy of art theory. In: Carroll
Semir Zeki: The neurology of ambiguity. In: Turner
Unit 4: Aesthetic appreciation of nature

Noël Carroll: On being moved by nature. In: Carroll
Noël Carroll: Emotion, appreciation, and nature. In: Carroll
Unit 5: Art and form 
Richard Wollheim: On Formalism and Pictorial Organization. [download the text from here]
George Lakoff: The neuroscience of form in art. In: Turner
Per Aage Brandt: Form and meaning in art. In: Turner
Stephen Murray: Slippages of meaning and art. In: Turner
Unit 6: Case study: Pictures 


Richard Wollheim: On Pictorial Representation. [download the text from here]
Kendall L. Walton 2002 “Depiction, Perception, and Imagination,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 60: 27-35. [download the text from here]
Unit 7: Art and evolution

Merlin Donald: Art and cognitive evolution. In: Turner
Terrence Deacon: The aesthetic faculty. In: Turner
Unit 8: Art and emotion 
Kendall Walton: Fearing Fictions [download the text from here]
Noël Carroll: Simulation, emotions, and morality. In: Carroll
Unit 9: Imaginative resistance

Brian Weatherson 2004: Morality, fiction and possibility. Philosopher's Imprint Vol. 4. No. 3. [download the text from here]
Tamar Szabó Gendler 2006 Imaginative resistance revisited. In: Shaun Nichols, ed. The Architecture of the Imagination: New Essays on Pretense, Possibility, and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 2006. [download the text from here]
