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Philosophy of Mind
Phil 343
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Professor (Spring 2010)

Simon Fraser University 

Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://nanay.syr.edu
When: Mon 2.30-4.20pm and Wed 2.30-3.20pm
Where: WMC 2532
Office Hours: TBA

Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates in philosophy of mind. We’ll read recent papers on some of the classic topics in philosophy of mind: mental causation, consciousness, mental representation, mental imagery and perception. Special emphasis is given to the various ways in which philosophy of mind is influenced by the findings of the empirical sciences: psychology, neuroscience and cognitive science. 

Prerequisites: 

See the undergraduate calendar. 

Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced super-brief (one-question) tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

Jonathan Cohen and Brian McLaughlin (eds.): Contemporary Debates in the Philosophy of Mind. London: Blackwell, 2007

ISBN: 9781405117609 
Daniel C. Dennett: Sweet Dreams. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2006

ISBN: 9780262541916 
All the other required texts (if any) are available on the website. 

Approximate schedule: 

Week 1: Introduction (no readings)

Week 2: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 8
Week 3: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 6 
Week 4: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 14
Week 5: Dennett, Chapter 1 and 2
Week 7: Preparation for midterm and open book midterm on February 8.
Week 6: Dennett, Chapter 3, 4 and 5
Week 8: Dennett, Chapter 6, 7 and 8
Week 9: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 17
Week 10: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 19
Week 11: Cohen-McLaughlin, Chapter 20
Week 12-13: Wrap-up, final papers are due in class on April 12.
