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History and Philosophy of Science
Phil 360
or

Hist 393
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Assistant Professor (Spring semesters)

University of British Columbia

Office: 367 Buchanan E
Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://nanay.syr.edu
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11am-12.20 pm

Where: Chemistry 300
Teaching assistants: Alirio Rosales and Christopher French
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-11am, unless otherwise noted
Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates about the history and philosophy of science. The two central questions of the course are also the two most basic questions one can ask about science: (1) what makes science different from non-science (religion, philosophy, superstition, creationism) and (2) how science changes over the course of history. Special emphasis is given to the history and philosophy of the biological sciences. 
Prerequisites: 

One (any) course in philosophy or history. 

Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced super-brief (one-question) tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

Peter Godfrey-Smith: Theory and Reality. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003, ISBN: 9780226300634   

Ernst Mayr: The Growth of Biological Thought. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1985, ISBN: 978-0-674-36446-2 

Approximate schedule: 
Week 1: Introduction (no readings)

Week 2: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 4
Week 3: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 5 and 6. 
Week 4: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 7
Week 5: Mayr, Chapter 9
Week 6: Mayr, Chapter 10
Week 7: Preparation for midterm and open book midterm on October 22
Week 8: Mayr, Chapter 11
Week 9: Mayr, Chapter 12 (and bits of Chapter 13)
Week 10: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 10 and 11
Week 11: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 12
Week 12: Godfrey-Smith, Chapter 13
Week 13: Wrap-up, final papers are due in class on December 3.
