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Philosophy of Perception
Phil 441
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Assistant Professor (Spring semesters)

University of British Columbia

Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://nanay.syr.edu 
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-4.10 pm

Where: Buchanan D 322
Office Hours: TBA

Pre-requisites: The official pre-requisites that are printed in the course catalogue (no exceptions).

Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates in the philosophy of perception. What connects perception and emotions? How can perception give rise to knowledge? What is the difference between perception and belief? Why and in what sense are perception and imagination similar? What do animals perceive? We will also examine more sweeping questions in the philosophy of mind with the help of the special case of perception. Special emphasis is given to the various ways in which perception represents the world (if it does). 

Approximate schedule: (the order of the units may change and we may not touch on each of them)
Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: Perception and Action (Jeannerod: The Cognitive Neuroscience of Action)
Week 3: Perception and Action (Jeannerod: The Cognitive Neuroscience of Action)
Week 4: Perception and Emotions (Prinz: Gut Reactions)

Week 5: Perception and Emotions (Prinz: Gut Reactions)

Week 6: Wrap up and preparation for the research paper
Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

Jesse Prinz: Gut reactions: A Perceptual Theory of Emotions. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 
Marc Jeannerod: The Cognitive Neuroscience of Action. London: Blackwell, 1997. 
