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Philosophy of Mind
Phil 451
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Syracuse University

Visiting Assistant Professor (Spring semesters)

University of British Columbia

Office: 367 Buchanan E

Email: nanay@syr.edu
Website: http://web.syr.edu/~nanay
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4-5.20 pm

Where: Mathematics 105
Teaching assistant: Eric Nadal
Office Hours: TBA

Pre-requisites: To be negotiated. I may not enforce the official pre-requisites that are printed in the course catalogue.

Course description: 
The course is an introduction to current debates in philosophy of mind. We’ll read recent papers on some of the classic topics in philosophy of mind: mental causation, consciousness, mental representation, mental imagery and perception. Special emphasis is given to the various ways in which philosophy of mind is influenced by the findings of the empirical sciences: psychology, neuroscience and cognitive science. 

Prerequisites: 

One (any) course in philosophy or cognitive science. 

Course requirements and grading: 

Open book midterm exam (25%)

Five unannounced super-brief (one-question) tests (4% each)

Participation in class (15%)

Final research paper (40%)

Textbooks: 

John Hawthorne (ed.): Philosophy of Mind. London: Blackwell, 2007

ISBN: 9781405184564 Hawthorne
Stephen M. Kosslyn, William L. Thompson and Giorgio Ganis: The Case for Mental Imagery. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006

ISBN: 9780195179088 Kosslyn
All the other required texts (if any) are available on the website. 

Readings: 
We’ll read some (not all) of these papers. I’ll assign one paper per week.
1. Kosslyn et al. Mental images and mental representations. In: Kosslyn 
2. Kosslyn et al. Depictive representations in the brain. In: Kosslyn 
3. Kosslyn et al. Visual mental images in the brain. In: Kosslyn 
4. George Bealer: Mental causation In: Hawthorne
5. Jose Luis Bermudez: What is at stake in the debate on nonconceptual content? In: Hawthorne
6. Alex Byrne: Possibility and imagination In: Hawthorne
7. Elisabeth Camp: Thinking with maps In: Hawthorne
8. Fred Dretske: What change blindness teaches about Consciousness In: Hawthorne
9. Tamar Szabo Gendler: Self-deception as pretense In: Hawthorne
10. Uriah Kriegel: Intentional inexistence and phenomenal intentionality In: Hawthorne
11. Geoffrey Lee: Consciousness in a space-time world In: Hawthorne
12. Shaun Nichols: After incompatibilism: A naturalistic defense of the reactive attitudes In: Hawthorne
13. Martine Nida-Rumelin: Transparency of experience and the perceptual model of phenomenal awareness In: Hawthorne
14. Alva Noë: Magic realism and the limits of intelligibility: What makes us conscious In: Hawthorne
15. David Papineau: Kripke's proof is Ad Hominem not two-dimensional In: Hawthorne
16. Adam Pautz: Intentionalism and perceptual presence In: Hawthorne
17. Matthew Soteriou: Content and the stream of consciousness In: Hawthorne
18. Scott Sturgeon: Normative judgment In: Hawthorne
19. Michael Tye: Intentionalism and the argument from no common content In: Hawthorne
