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Scientific Realism
Philosophy 690
Bence Nanay

Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy

Adjunct Assistant Professor

Department of Biology

Syracuse University

Office: 522 Hall of Languages

Website: http://web.syr.edu/~nanay 

Email: nanay@syr.edu
Where: 528 Hall of Languages
When: Thursday 6.30-8.50pm
Topics: 

1. Natural kinds

2. Antirealism and constructive empiricism

3. Essentialism vs. population thinking in biology

4. Antirealism and the explanation of success in science

Readings: 
1. Natural kinds 

Quine, W. V. 1969 Natural Kinds. In: Quine, W. V. Ontological Relativity and Other Essays. New York: Columbia University Press, pp. 114-138.
Mellor, D. H. 1977 Natural Kinds. British Journal for the Philosophy of Science 28: 299-312.
2. Antirealism and constructive empiricism

Van Fraassen, Bas 1980 The Scientific Image. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 6-40 (Chapter 2)
Teller, Paul 2001 Wither Constructive Empiricism? Philosophical Studies 106: 123-150.

3. Essentialism vs. population thinking in biology

Mayr, Ernst 1959 Typological versus Population Thinking. In: B. J. Meggers (ed.): Evolution and Anthropology. Washington: The Anthropological Society of America, pp. 409-412. 

4. Antirealism and the explanation of success in science

Lyons, Timothy 2003 Explaining the Success of a Scientific Theory. Philosophy of Science 70: 891-901. 

Stanford, Kyle 2000 An Antirealist Explanation of the Success of Science. Philosophy of Science 67: 266-284. 

