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Graduate seminar
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Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy
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Office: 535 Hall of Languages

Email: nanay@.syr.edu
Course description: 

Imagination is a bit of a neglected topic in philosophy of mind, in spite of the fact that a number of philosophical questions not only in philosophy of mind and perception, but also in metaphysics and epistemology (and even in aesthetics) rely heavily on one or another account of imagination. The hope is that the examination of various concepts of imagination allows us to answer not only crucial questions in philosophy of perception, but also more ‘hard-core’ ones in philosophy of mind and metaphysics about the nature of property ascriptions, the content of mental states, the structure of certain emotions or the metaphysical status of fictional entities. 

The course satisfies either the philosophy of mind/philosophy of language or the value theory requirement. 

Approximate schedule:
Unit 1: Imagination 


Imagination and mental images



Propositional imagining and imagining de se

Unit 2: Imagining seeing 



Imagining seeing vs. actually seeing


Imagining seeing unseen objects - Berkeley's Puzzle



Imagining seeing and pictures



Imagining seeing and perspective



Imagining seeing and photographs

Unit 3: Imagining about oneself 

Imagining from the inside

Imagining being Napoleon

Identification, empathy and imagination

Unit 4: Fictionality 

Imagination and fictionality

The puzzle of imaginative resistance 



Paradoxes of fiction

Unit 5: Imagination and Qualia. The Ability Hypothesis 

Textbook: 

Kendall Walton (1990): Mimesis as Make-Believe. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
Most of the other texts are available on the website. 

No class on the following day: 

10/2: Yom Kippur (school holiday)

Readings

Unit 1. Imagination 

What is the difference between imagining that such and such is the case and imagining doing (or experiencing) something? Is the latter always an instance of imagining de se or self-imagining? Does imagination need to involve visual imagery? If so, what is the ontological status of visual imagery. Can imagination described in a purely behavioristic manner as pretense? Would the same analysis apply to visualization? 
Readings: 

Imagination and mental images

Ryle, Gilbert 1949: The Concept of Mind. London: Huchinson, Chapter 8.1 - 8.5

Walton 1990, Ch 1.1 - 1.3.

Kind, Amy 2001 Putting the image back to imagination. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 62: 85-109. [download the text from here]
Perky, C.W. 1910. “An Experimental Study of Imagination.” American Journal of Psychology 21: 422-52. [download the text from here] XXX

Propositional imagining and imagining de se
Walton 1990, Ch 1.4.

Lewis, David 1979: Attitudes de dicto and de se. The Philosophical Review 88: 513-543. [download the text from here] 
Wollheim, Richard 1973 "Imagination and Identification," On Art and the Mind. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1974. 

Wollheim, Richard 1974 ‘Identification and Imagination,’ in Richard Wollheim (ed.), Freud: A Collection of Critical Essays, New York: Anchor Press. pp. 172-195. 

Currie Gregory and Ian Ravenscroft 2002 Recreative Minds: Imagination in Philosophy and Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Chapter 1

Nichols, S. 2006. Just the Imagination: Why Imagining Doesn?t Behave Like Believing. Mind & Language, 21, 459-474. [download the text from here]
Unit 2. Imagining Seeing

Imagining seeing something is not the same as imagining that such and such is the case. But then what is it? What is it that we imagine when we imagine seeing something: what is the content of our imagining? Is it the actual visualized object or is it the imagined experience? Also, it has been suggested that representational seeing (that is, seeing objects in pictures) is also a version of imagining seeing. Under what conception of imagining seeing could this claim be true? 
Imagining seeing vs. actually seeing

Ryle, Gilbert 1949: The Concept of Mind. London: Huchinson, Ch. 8.6.

Currie Gregory and Ian Ravenscroft 2002 Recreative Minds: Imagination in Philosophy and Psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press, Chapter 2.1 - 2.2. [download the text from here]
Currie, Gregory 1995. “Visual Imagery as the Simulation of Vision.” Mind and Language 10: 25-44. [download the text from here] XXX

Strawson, P. F. 1974 “Imagination and Perception” In: Strawson, P. F.: Freedom and Resentment. London: Methuen, pp. 45-65. 

Martin, MGF 2002: The Transparency of Experience. Mind & Language 17: 376-425. Section 3. [download the text from here]
Imagining seeing unseen objects - Berkeley's Puzzle

Williams, Bernard 1966 "Imagination and the Self" Proceedings of the British Academy 52: 105-124. Reprinted in his Problems of the Self. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973. [download the text from here]
Walton 1990, Ch. 6.6.

Peacocke, Christopher 1985 Imagination, Experience, and Possibility: A Berkeley-an View Defended. In: Essays on Berkeley. Ed. John Foster and Howard Robinson. Oxford: Clarendon, pp. 19-35. 

Martin, MGF 2002: The Transparency of Experience. Mind & Language 17: 376-425. Section 3. [download the text from here]
Noordhof, Paul 2002: Imagining Objects and Imagining Experiences. Mind & Language 17: 426-455. [download the text from here] 

Lopes, Dominic 2003 Out of Sight, Out of Mind. In: Imagination, Philosophy, and the Arts, ed. Dominic Lopes and Matthew Kieran. London: Routledge, pp. 208-224. 

Imagining seeing and pictures 

Walton 1990, Ch 8.

Walton, Kendall L. 1973 "Pictures and Make-Believe," Philosophical Review 82: 283-319. [download the text from here] XXx

Walton, Kendall L. 2002 “Depiction, Perception, and Imagination,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 60: 27-35. [download the text from here] XXX

Walton, Kendall L. 1991 “Reply to Reviewers,” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 51: 423-427. Section 4. [download the text from here]
Wollheim, Richard 1991 “A Note on Mimesis as Make Believe,” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 51: 400-406. [download the text from here]
Wollheim, Richard 1980 “Seeing-as, Seeing-in, and Pictorial Representation,” In: Art and its Object. Second Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 205-226. 

Wollheim, Richard 1998 “On Pictorial Representation,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 56: 217-226. [download the text from here] XXX
Imagining seeing and perspective

Walton, Kendall 1997 On Pictures and Photographs. Objections Answered. In: Richard Allen and Murray Smith (eds.): Film Theory and Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 60-75. (section one)

Currie, Gregory 1991 "Visual Fictions," Philosophical Quarterly 41: 129-143. [download the text from here]
Currie, Gregory 1993 "Impersonal Imagining, a reply to Jerrold Levinson," Philosophical Quarterly 43: 79-82. [download the text from here] XXX

Currie, Gregory 1995 Image and Mind: Film, Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 6. 

Levinson, Jerrold 1993 “Seeing, Imaginarily, at the Movies,” Philosophical Quarterly 43: 70-78. [download the text from here]
Lopes, Dominic McIver 1998 "Imagination, Illusion, and Experience in Film," Philosophical Studies 89: 343-53. [download the text from here]
Imagining seeing and photographs

Walton, Kendall 1984 “Transparent Pictures. On the Nature of Photographic Realism,” Critical Inquiry 11: 246-277. [download the text from here]
Walton, Kendall 1997 On Pictures and Photographs. Objections Answered. In: Richard Allen and Murray Smith (eds.): Film Theory and Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 60-75. (section two)

Scruton, Roger 1981: Photography and Representation. Critical Inquiry 8: 577-603. [download the text from here]
Currie, Gregory 1995 Image and Mind: Film, Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2. 

Carroll, Noël: 1995 Towards an Ontology of the Moving Image. In: Cynthia A. Freeland and Thomas E. Wartenberg (eds.): Philosophy and Film. New York: Routledge. 

Lopes, Dominic McIver 2003. The Aesthetics of Photographic Transparency. Mind 112: 433-448. [download the text from here] XXX

Unit 3: Imagining about oneself 
I can imagine you from the inside, I can imagine being you, and I can imagine myself in your situation. What is the difference between these imaginary projects? Empathy and identification (as well as engagement with fictional characters) are often conceived of as episodes of self-imagining. In order to evaluate this proposal, we need to clarify which form of self-imagining is appealed to. 
Readings: 

Imagining from the inside

Wollheim, Richard 1973 "Imagination and Identification," On Art and the Mind. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1974. 

Peacocke 1985 Imagination, Experience, and Possibility: A Berkeley-an View Defended. In: Essays on Berkeley. Ed. John Foster and Howard Robinson. Oxford: Clarendon, pp. 19-35. 

Vendler, Zeno 1984 The Matters of Minds. Oxford: Clarendon Press, chapter III: Vicarious Experience, pp. 43-65.

Smith, Murray 1997 "Imagining from the Inside" In: Richard Allen and Murray Smith (eds.): Film Theory and Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 412-430. 

Imagining being Napoleon

Walton 1990, Ch 1.4.

Williams, Bernard 1966 "Imagination and the Self" Proceedings of the British Academy 52: 105-124. Reprinted in his Problems of the Self. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973. [download the text from here]
Wollheim, Richard 1973 "Imagination and Identification," On Art and the Mind. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1974. 

Reynolds, Steven L. 1989 "Imagining Oneself to be Another," Nous 23: 615-633. [download the text from here]
Velleman, J. David 1996 Self to Self. The Philosophical Review 105: 39-76. [download the text from here]
Vendler, Zeno 1984 The Matters of Minds. Oxford: Clarendon Press, chapter III: Vicarious Experience, pp. 43-65.

Identification, empathy and imagination

Adam Smith 1759, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, chapter 1. [download the text from here]
Walton 1990, Ch 8.7.

Wollheim, Richard 1973 "Imagination and Identification," On Art and the Mind. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1974. 

Currie, Gregory 1995 Image and Mind: Film, Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5, esp. 5.3. 

Currie, Gregory 1995 Imagination and Simulation. In: Martin Davies and Tony Stone (eds.): Mental Simulation. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Gaut, Berys 1998 "Imagination, Interpretation, and Film," Philosophical Studies 89: 331-41. [download the text from here] XXX

Smith, Murray 1995 Engaging Characters, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Smith, Murray 1997 "Imagining from the Inside" In: Richard Allen and Murray Smith (eds.): Film Theory and Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 412-430. 

Neill, Alex 1996 Empathy and (Film) Fiction In: David Bordwell and Noël Carroll: Post Theory: Reconstructing Film Studies. Madison: Wisconsin University Press, pp. 175-194.

Morton, Adam 2006 Imagination and Misimagination. In: Shaun Nichols, ed. The Architecture of the Imagination: New Essays on Pretense, Possibility, and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 2006. [download the text from here]
Unit 4: Fictionality 
In what sense, if any, do fictional entities, such as James Bond, exist? And if they do not exist, how can they elicit strong emotional response from us? One possible way of answering these questions is to appeal to imagination and pretense: we imagine/pretend that James Bond exists. A related, and nowadays very popular, topic is imaginative resistance: there are propositions that are difficult to imagine and there are fictional claims that we tend not to go along with. Imagining that genocide is a good thing (or reading a piece of fiction that tells us the same) is a possible example. 
Readings: 

Imagination and fictionality

Walton 1990 Ch. 1.6 - 1.10. 

Walton 1990 Ch. 2.

Lewis, David 1978 Truth in Fiction. American Philosophical Quarterly 15: 37-46. Reprinted in his Philosophical Papers I. [download the text from here]
Currie, Gregory 2000 "Imagination and Make-Believe," in Routledge Companion to Aesthetics, ed. Berys Gaut and Dominic McIver Lopes. London: Routledge. [download the text from here] XXX

Imaginative resistance

Gendler, Tamar Szabo 2000 “The Puzzle of Imaginative Resistance,” Journal of Philosophy 97: 55-81. [download the text from here]
Walton, Kendall 2006 On the (so-called) puzzle of imaginative resistance. In: Shaun Nichols, ed. The Architecture of the Imagination: New Essays on Pretense, Possibility, and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 2006. [download the text from here]
Weatherson, Brian: 2004: Morality, fiction and possibility. Philosopher's Imprint Vol. 4. No. 3. [download the text from here]
Yablo, Steve unpublished: Limits to Imagination. 
Gendler, Tamar Szabo 2006 Imaginative resistance revisited. In: Shaun Nichols, ed. The Architecture of the Imagination: New Essays on Pretense, Possibility, and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 2006. [download the text from here]
Currie, Gregory 2002 Desire in Imagination. In: Imagination, Conceivability, and Possibility, edited by T. Gendler and J. Hawthorne. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 201-221. 

Paradoxes of fiction

Walton 1990 Ch. 5.

Walton 1990 Ch. 7. 

Walton 1990 Ch. 10. 

Walton, Kendall 1997 "Spelunking, Simulation, and Slime: On Being Moved by Fiction," in Emotion and the Arts, ed. Mette Hjort and Sue Laver. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Carroll, Noël 1995 Critical Study. Mimesis as Make-Believe. The Philosophical Quarterly 45: 93-99, especially the last pages. [download the text from here] XXX

Goldman, Alvin 2006 Imagination and Simulation in Audience Responses to Fiction. In: Shaun Nichols, ed. The Architecture of the Imagination: New Essays on Pretense, Possibility, and Fiction, Oxford University Press, 2006. [download the text from here]
Carroll, Noël 1991 On Kendall Walton's Mimesis as Make-Believe. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 51: 383-387. [download the text from here]
Walton, Kendall L. 1991 “Reply to Reviewers,” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 51: 423-427. Section 1. [download the text from here]
Unit 5: Imagination and Qualia: The Ability Hypothesis 
David Lewis suggested that knowing what it is like to experience something is just knowing how I would imagine and recognize it. This move is supposed to block Jackson’s Knowledge Argument (about what Mary knows). In order for this argument to work, it needs to be specified what it means to know how to imagine having a certain experience and do so correctly. 

Readings:

Lewis, David 1990 What Experience Teaches. In: Lewis, David: Papers in Metaphysics and Epistemology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999, pp. 262-290.

Mellor, D. H. 1993 Nothing Like Experience. Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 93: 1-16. 

Lycan, William 1996 Consciousness and Experience. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, Chapter 5. 
Tye, Michael (forthcoming) Knowing What It Is Like: The Ability Hypothesis and the Knowledge Argument. [download the text from here]
